Pruning Lessons and Project Guideline


NAME __________________________________


Use the internet www.arborday.org/trees/pruning/ to complete this worksheet on pruning trees.  Please follow the directions. After typing the above website, click on Launch the Tree Pruning Guide animation. Follow the instructions, given by “Andy” to answer the following questions or situations.

1.) You are a local arborist (expert in trees!), a client is looking to plant some new trees in their lot in which they just built a new home.  They ask you for your input on what to look for in purchasing new trees from a nursery.  List those important purchasing tips!

2.) Now that your client has purchased and planted some beautiful trees…thanks to your great advice, they are wondering when to prune.  You see them out in their yard pruning in July.  What advice do you have for them this time?

3.) A late summer storm goes through the neighborhood!  Many trees are damaged, so you get several calls.  What suggestions do you have for your friends?

4.) List the 8 Keys to Good Pruning.

5.) Click on “Pruning for Strength”.  Go through each of the bottom examples.  For each one a new screen will pop up and give information, then click on the button “show me” for a visual explanation of the cut.  Summarize for yourself the most important things to remember when pruning for strength!

6.) Next, click on “Pruning for Form”, click each of the examples at the bottom to gain understanding.  Summarize for yourself the most important things to remember when pruning for form!

7.) Here’s the fun part!!  Click on Virtual pruning Lesson.  Go through EACH of the three examples as a summary of this unit. 

a. Tales of Two Trees- Why is it important to trim young trees as they grow?

b. Practice Cutting- hint- the tool handle turns yellow when the tool is positioned over a branch to “cut”.  It also won’t let you cut if you choose the wrong tool.  Do this several times until you get the hang of which limbs/branches to cut and can explain the reasons why!  

8.) PROJECT- You have now learned about pruning shrubs (lots of hands on) and now tree basics.  Your task now is to help educate the public!  

a. TASK- create a poster that can be hung around town or a brochure-type hand out in order to educate our community about pruning techniques.

b. It should include the following:  

i. Tools to use, when to use them and how to care for them

ii. When to prune common shrubs around this area (Spirea, Potentilla, Dogwood, Burning Bush, Lilac, Purple Sand Cherry, Barberry, Hydrangea).  Include best time for majority of trees!

iii. Pruning guide…how, where to prune…illustrations will be good!

c.) You must include photos or drawings

d.) Your project must have a title, by line, and captions to provide your community with valuable information they can use.  TYPE all captions.  Give good examples!

e.) Make this neat, as well as accurate, and something you will be proud to see displayed in a business!

f.) List your resources or have a list of websites that community members can go to in order to learn more about pruning themselves!

