Animal Rights / Welfare Debate

1. Each student will be given a position regarding animal welfare/ animal rights to research and defend in a debate.  You may not agree or like your side but you will NOT switch and will debate this topic to help expand your debating skills. When your group is not debating you will be an audience member grading the debate. 

1. You must provide RESERARCH and evidence to be ready to debate (anticipate and counter the views of the opposition)

2. You will turn in your research, have a minimum of 5-7 key points to share from a minimum of 3 sources.

3. Your TEXTBOOK must be one of your sources

2. Each student in the 'audience' should have a blank rubric. It is your job to judge the debate objectively
3. Debate format: 

1. Each person in voluntary order will get 30 seconds to make an opening statement that is uninterrupted.  You should stand and address your statement to the audience. 

2. You will then have ten minutes for uninterrupted debate where YOU as students will lead and focus the debate.  Be prepared to talk as you will have the WHOLE ten minutes.  

1. The audience MAY NOT speak during this time, simply observe

2. The debate should remain RESPECTFUL and move toward solutions/ convincing the audience of your stance. 

3. EVERY member must be engaged and debate, if you see a peer not interacting do not be afraid to say “John what are your thoughts on….” or bring them into the debate in another way. 

4. Following the 10 minutes of open debate each student in voluntary order will stand and give a 30 second closing statement directed to the audience. 
5. The audience will then have 2 minutes to ask questions (note questions not comments).  Audience members are encouraged to write their questions (as well as comments) on their rubrics as the debate moves forward. 
Scoring card used will be FFA Discussion Meet Card – Ignore “FFA Impact” portion – if you enjoy this assignment consider signing up for the FFA Discussion Meet Speaking Contest next Spring – you will notice how FFA being intracurricular overlaps what we already do in class to reward and challenge students. 

