ANIMAL FACT SHEET

   Create a head to tail profile for the animal track you are making to take home.

   Animal Fact Sheet Must Include:

1. Animal Common Name

2. Animals Classification (scientific name) Genus species

3. Size

a. Head/body length

b. Height

c. Weight

d. Length of tail/ wingspan (if it applies)

4. Coloration

5. Animal Features

a. Ears

b. Eyes

c. Nose

d. Mouth

e. Feet

f. Claws

g. Coat/body covering

h. Tail

i. Body

6. Species terminology (male, female, group, young)

7. Habitat location and description

8. Diet

9. Reproduction 

10. Must include a picture

11. Other information

Worth 30 points, your final document must be shared with Mrs. Propson and she will print a final copy for you to take with your track as well as one to display in class. 

MEET THE BARN OWL
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COMMON NAME: Barn Owl: the common name refers to the owl’s use of man-made structures, like barns, as roosts and nest sites. This owl has also been called Monkey-faced Owl, White Owl, Ghost Owl, and Night Owl.
Classification: Tyto alba: the scientific name comes from the Greek word tyto, which refers to an owl, and alba, the Latin word for white. 
Size

· Body Length: 14-20 inches

· Weight :A barn owl is about the size of a small cat, but only weighs a pound  Females larger than males
· Wingspan:42" wingspan or 3 ½ feet

Coloration:. White breast and white, heart-shaped face; red-brown speckled body. Camouflage coloring helps keep owl from being discovered during the day.
Animal Features 

a. Ears: The ears are positioned at about eye level, just behind the ridge of facial feathers. One ear is positioned higher than the other as part of a 3D hearing system, which helps them pinpoint a noise.

b. Eyes: With night vision barn owls can locate and acquire a rodent in total darkness. Works with a head that can rotate 270 degrees

c. Mouth: a sharp hooked upper beak

d. Feet: Strong, with 
e. Claws: have strong grasping claws called talons for killing prey

f. Body Covering: Huge wings accommodates slow silent flight - silent due to soft fringe-edged feathers that don't "swoosh" as they move. 

g. Body: A barn owl's "satellite dish" face helps pick up the faintest leaf rustle or mouse from hundreds of feet away

Species Terminology: Young are called owlets sometimes fledglings.
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HABITAT: Barn Owls live in North America, South America, Europe, Africa, India, Southeast Asia, and Australia. Their northern range is limited by the severity of winter weather and food availability. These owls prefer open lowlands with some trees, including farmlands, plantations, urban areas, various forest types, semiarid shrub lands, and marshes.
Reproduction: Barn Owls nest in natural hollows in trees, cliffs, and caves, or in man-made structures, like nest boxes, barns, chimneys, and other structures. The nest is a scrape lined with pellets or other debris. The female lays 4 - 7 eggs, sometimes more, which are incubated for 29 - 34 days. Young owls fledge(fly) 7 - 10 weeks after hatching, but do not leave the area until they are 3 - 5 months old. The breeding pair may lay a second clutch of eggs when the young start to leave the area. A Barn Owl can reproduce at less than a year old.

Diet: Rodents are the barn owl's meal of choice. An adult barn owl will typically gulp down 2-3 rodents a night. And his growing family will bump that up to 10. They also hunt birds, fish, reptiles, and insects from a perch and swoop down onto their prey, or fly within 10 feet of the ground and dive onto their prey with their talons extended.

Other Information: The barn owl is a raptor, a nocturnal bird of prey like other owls. Eagles, falcons and hawks are also raptors, but they live by day. 
